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main features should be succinctly stated within a reason-
able compass, and without technical details. Should Mr.
Dutt succeed in eliciting from the Indian Government a
brief and popular answer, he will have done much service
to a cause which he and all friends of India must have at
heart, even though some of his positions may be shaken."
Famines in India, however, was not the only product of
his labour during this periods. He was in fact working on
a more ambitious project, namely, to write an Economic
History of India from the early British days down to the
end of the Victorian era. In the meantime, he was constant-
ly engaged, often in active cooperation with Dadabhai
Naoroji and W. C. Bonnerjea, hi educating the British pub-
lic on Indian problems. He succeeded in forming in London
an Indian Famine Union with the object of enquiring into
the causes of Indian famines and adopting measures for
their prevention. It was at the instance of this body that
a Memorial was presented to the Secretary of State for
India in January 1902 to institute enquiries into the econo-
mic conditions in India. The signatories to this Memorial
included such distinguished British public figures as the
Archbishop of Canterbury, the Bishop of Liverpool and the
Dean of Manchester.
The publication of the first volume of the Economic
History of India (1757-1857) early in 1902 marked the
end of this phase ,of Romesh Dutt's life. Taken along with
the second volume which appeared in 1904 and which car-
ried the story to the beginning of the twentieth century, the
Economic History was a monumental work, fully document-
ed by official records, which presented a detailed and autho-
ritative history of a century and a half of British rule in
India. As Dr. D. R. Gadgil has pointed out in his Intro-
duction to an Indian edition of the Economic History pub-
lished recently, Romesh Dutt was not the sole exponent of

